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Mission, Vision, and Core Values of Florida State University

One of the nation's elite research universities, Florida State University preserves, expands, and disseminates 
knowledge in the sciences, technology, arts, humanities, and professions, while embracing a philosophy of 
learning strongly rooted in the traditions of the liberal arts and critical thinking. 

Mission:  

Florida State University preserves, expands, and disseminates knowledge in the sciences, technology, arts, humanities, 
and professions, while embracing a philosophy of learning strongly rooted in the traditions of the liberal arts. The 
university is dedicated to excellence in teaching, research, creative endeavors, and service. The university strives to instill 
the strength, skill, and character essential for lifelong learning, personal responsibility, and sustained achievement within 
a community that fosters free inquiry and diverse viewpoints. 

Vision:  

Florida State University will be among the nation’s most entrepreneurial and innovative universities, transforming the 
lives of our students and shaping the future of our state and society through exceptional teaching, research, creative 
activity, and service. We will amplify these efforts through our distinctive climate—one that places a premium on 
interdisciplinary inquiry and draws from the rich intellectual and personal experiences of our students, faculty, staff, and 
alumni. These three forces—entrepreneurship, interdisciplinarity, and experiential breadth—deepen FSU’s impact and 
result in a powerful return to our students and the people of Florida for their continued support and trust. 

Core Values: 

Transformative Daring: We support thoughtful risk-taking that leads to successes that improve our world dramatically. 
And when we face challenges, we confront them with resilience, curiosity, and renewed desire to overcome hurdles to 
our goals. 
Inspired Excellence: We achieve the highest levels of success by drawing strength and understanding from the talents 
of those around us and from our interactions with them. 
Dynamic Environment: We believe the benefits of a richly varied community arise not only from the plurality it in-
cludes, but more importantly from intentional efforts to create a strong sense of belonging that encourages deep and 
high-quality connections. 
Responsible Stewardship: We transform the resources we are given and the public’s trust in us into powerful impact 
that betters the lives of those around us, near and far. 
Engaged Community: We uphold the traditions and history that create a small-college culture within a large university. 
This makes FSU a welcoming place where people discover others like themselves—while also connecting to and learning 
from classmates and colleagues of vastly different backgrounds and experiences. 

Online Resource: The Mission and Vision of Florida State University is available online at: fsu.edu/about/mission-
vision.html 
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